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Is the shale gas bubble poised to burst?

Inside

by Bob Ciesielski

Aweek after Superstorm Sandy
and a day after the presidential
election, Bill McKibben took to

the road for a national “Do the Math”
tour concerning the urgency of glo-
bal climate change.  His organization,
350.org, has launched a nationwide
program to have pension funds and
university endowments divest them-
selves from fossil fuel stocks.

This effort is modeled on the di-
vestiture program used to combat
apartheid in South Africa. Organizers
of 350.org have been in contact with
national Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal
Campaign, which has been using
divestiture to urge universities to rid
themselves of support for coal and
its industry’s stock portfolios.  Na-
tional Sierra Club Executive Director

McKibben calls for fossil fuel stock divestiture
Michael Brune joined Bill McKibben
in several cities on the “Do the Math”
tour.

By early December, college stu-
dents on dozens of campuses were
demanding that university endow-
ment funds rid themselves of coal,
oil and gas stocks. Unity College in
Maine has already voted to get out of
fossil fuel stocks. Hampshire College
in Massachusetts has adopted a
broad investment policy to transition
from the investments.

Efforts are ongoing at New York
University, Swarthmore College in
Pennsylvania, Lewis & Clark Univer-
sity in Oregon, Cornell University,
and Harvard.

Go to www.350.org for more in-
formation on how you can become
involved; another web site,
gofossilfree.org, is specifically de-

This Presidents Day, show Presi-
dent Obama the climate move-
ment isn’t going away.

From families along the East Coast,
hit by monster storms and fires, to
drought-stricken farmers in the Mid-
west, millions of Americans are al-
ready feeling the disastrous effects of
the climate crisis in their own lives.

It’s never been clearer that we
need bold and immediate climate
leadership—that’s why this Presi-
dents Day weekend—on Sunday,
February 17—thousands of  activists
will head to the White House and tell
President Obama to shut down the
climate-killing Keystone XL pipeline
once and for all.

Something this big has to start
early, and it has to start with the
people who care the most. Commit
to join us in Washington, D.C., in Feb-
ruary and make Presidents  Day the

biggest climate demonstration yet.
The last time we stood up against

Keystone XL, thousands of us sur-
rounded the White House—and it
worked. Right when every political
and energy “expert” said the tar sands
pipeline was a done deal, we beat the
odds and convinced President Obama
to take a year to study it.

Now that year is over, and Mother
Nature has filed her public com-
ments: the hottest year in American
history, a horrible ongoing drought,
and Superstorm Sandy.  And still Big
Oil is pushing as hard as ever for its
pet project, looking for even more
private profit at public expense.

signed for students.
 Part of McKibben’s “Do the Math”

campaign is to simply show that fos-
sil fuel companies control—and in-
tend to exploit—fossil fuel reserves
more than five times greater than the
maximum amount calculated to per-
manently shift the world’s climate.

As McKibben notes, the fossil fuel
industry has no intention of sacrific-
ing its economic and political power,
regardless of consequences to the
Earth and its people.  This summer
ExxonMobil’s CEO Rex Tillerson fi-
nally acknowledged that climate
change exists.  His suggestion? Move
agricultural growing zones world-
wide to accommodate the increase
in the greenhouse gases caused by
his industry.

Bob Ciesielski chairs the Chapter Energy
Committee.

There is also good news:  Together,
we’ve proven time and time again
that grassroots voices can speak
louder than Big Oil’s dollars.

So our goal for Presidents Day is to
form a massive human pipeline
through Washington and then trans-
form it into a giant symbol of the
renewable energy future we need
and are ready to build, starting right
away.

You can make this a Presidents
Day that the president can’t ignore
and won’t forget—sign up to join the
rally, bring your friends, and stop the
climate-killing Keystone XL pipeline.

We’ll have more details soon about

the rally and how you can make your
voice heard, but for now, start mak-
ing travel plans and circle February
17 on your calendar. Together, we can
show the president that the year’s
delay didn’t lull us to sleep. Instead,
we’re more fired up than ever, and
determined to help him do the right
thing.

See you in February,
Allison Chin and Michael Brune,

Sierra Club
Bill McKibben and May Boeve,

350.org
Rev. Lennox Yearwood and Liz
Havstad

Hip Hop Caucus

Progressives planning climate rally at White House Feb. 17

by Richard Heinberg

For the past three or four years,
media sources in the U.S. trum-
peted the “game-changing” new

stream of natural gas coming from
tight shale deposits produced with
the technologies of horizontal drill-
ing and hydrofracturing.

So much gas surged from wells in
Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas,
and Pennsylvania that the U.S. De-
partment of Energy, presidential can-
didates, and the companies working
in these plays all agreed:  America
can look forward to 100 years of
cheap, abundant gas!

Some environmental organizations
declared this means utilities can now
stop using polluting coal—and in-
deed coal consumption has plum-
meted as power plants switch to
cheaper gas. Energy pundits even
promised that Americans will soon be
running their cars and trucks on natu-
ral gas, and the U.S. will be exporting

the fuel to Europe via LNG tankers.
Early on in the fracking boom, oil

and gas geologist Art Berman began
sounding an alarm. Soon geologist
David Hughes joined him, authoring
an extensive critical report for the
Post Carbon Institute (“Will Natural
Gas Fuel America in the 21st Cen-
tury?”), for which I was happy to
contribute the foreword.

Here, one more time, is the
contrarian story Berman and Hughes
have been telling:  The glut of recent
gas production was initially driven

not by new technologies or discover-
ies, but by high prices. In the years
from 2005 through 2008, as conven-
tional gas supplies dried up due to
depletion, prices for natural gas
soared to $13 per million BTU
(prices had been in the $2 range
during the 1990s). It was these high
prices that provided an incentive for
using expensive technology to drill
problematic reservoirs.

Companies flocked to the
Haynesville shale formation in Texas,
bought up mineral rights, and drilled
thousands of wells in short order.
High per-well decline rates and high
production costs were hidden be-
hind a torrent of production—and
hype. With new supplies coming on
line quickly, gas prices fell below $3
MBTU, less than the actual cost of
production in most cases. From this
point on, gas producers had to at-
tract ever more investment capital in
order to maintain their cash flow. It
was, in effect, a Ponzi scheme.

In those early days almost no one
wanted to hear about problems with
the shale gas boom—the need for
enormous amounts of water for
fracking, the high climate impacts
from fugitive methane, the threats to
groundwater from bad well casings
or leaking containment ponds, as
well as the unrealistic supply and
price forecasts being issued by the
industry.

I recall attempting to describe the
situation at the 2010 Aspen Environ-
ment Forum, in a session on the fu-
ture of natural gas. I might as well
have been claiming that Martians
speak to me via my tooth fillings.
After all, the authorities were all in
agreement:  The game has changed!
Natural gas will be cheap and abun-
dant from now on! Gas is better than
coal! End of story!

These truisms were echoed in
numberless press articles—none
more emblematic than Clifford
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An open Letter to Gov. Cuomo and Mayor Bloomberg

Message from the Chair
by Jeff Bohner

Dear Governor Cuomo and Mayor
Bloomberg:

Immediately after Superstorm
Sandy, Gov. Andrew Cuomo stated—
not as a matter of politics but as a
matter of reality—that we should be
expecting more “extreme weather
events.”  We commend the governor
for noting that the climate has
changed, recognition of which has
been off-limits to many American
politicians, often for fear of the deep
pockets of the fossil fuel industry.

New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg should also be
complimented for his public recogni-
tion of global climate change and his
call: “This week’s devastation should
compel all elected leaders to take
immediate action.”  The title of
Bloomberg Businessweek’s feature
story after the storm clearly identifies
the problem: “It’s Global Warming,
Stupid.”

Solutions discussed have only
touched on the root cause of the glo-
bal climate change that will continue
to produce ever more intense severe
weather. This cause has been known
for decades: it is the copious emis-
sion of greenhouse gases through the
burning of ever-increasing quantities
of fossil fuels.

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter calls
for our leaders in New York to reduce
our emissions of greenhouse gases by
developing the sustainable, renew-
able energy sources that are cur-
rently available. Production and deliv-
ery of clean, renewable electricity
from wind, solar, small hydro, agricul-
tural biogas and geothermal sources
could also create a significant eco-
nomic boom in the state. We need
only take note of the dramatic activi-
ties here and elsewhere in the world
to see that New York has achieved
but a fraction of its potential:

• A 2012 study showed that Long
Island could power all of its residents
with renewable energy by the year
2020, and almost its entire commer-
cial and residential infrastructure by
2030. The Long Island Power Author-
ity (LIPA) could significantly expand
the existing renewable energy pro-
grams in its jurisdiction.

• The City University of New York
and NYC Solar American City Partner-
ship have emerged as leaders in visu-
alizing New York City’s transforma-
tion to clean, solar rooftop installa-
tions.

• Ontario, Canada, developed con-
tracts for 4,600 megawatts of clean,
renewable power in a two-year pe-
riod using a feed-in-tariff production
development model.

• Germany is producing more than
25% of its electricity through renew-
able power, with an expectation of
producing at least 35% by 2020, by
using long-term contracts between

On climate change and energy policy

sustainable energy producers and
utilities. In 10 years Europe has pro-
duced some 1.1 million good-paying
jobs in the renewable energy sector.

A rush to produce more fossil fuel-
based energy can only speed climate
change, and thus make future Sandys
even more destructive. The Atlantic
Chapter is particularly concerned
about the pending development of
shale gas in New York, which Mayor
Bloomberg opposes only in the New
York City watershed, and which Gov-
ernor Cuomo still has the opportu-
nity to prevent.

Extraction and burning of meth-
ane from shale by horizontal drilling
results in the release of more power-

ful greenhouse gases than burning
oil or coal, and is thus a more danger-
ous contributor to global climate
change. Independent studies using
NASA data have shown that methane
is 105 times more powerful a green-
house gas than carbon dioxide dur-
ing the first 20 years of its release
into the atmosphere.

While the burning of methane gas
may produce less CO

2
 than coal, the

process of extracting methane
through hydrofracking and horizon-
tal drilling permits 3–4 percent of
the methane to escape at the drill
site and in leakage from pipelines—
as well as at transfer stations, com-
pressors and storage facilities. This
release more than negates the re-
duced greenhouse gas emissions of
the mere burning of methane when
compared to coal, and thus exacer-
bates continued climate change in-
stead of acting to reduce it.

For these reasons we call upon
Governor Cuomo to speedily act to
foster the rapid growth of sustain-
able, renewable energy statewide
while stopping any further develop-
ment of hydrofracking for shale gas.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Bonner, Chairperson
Sierra Club,  Atlantic Chapter

The annual election for the Club’s Board of Directors is now under
way.  Those eligible to vote in the national Sierra Club election will
receive in the mail (or by Internet if you chose the electronic deliv-

ery option) your national Sierra Club ballot. This will include informa-
tion on the candidates and where you can find additional information
on the Club’s website.

The Sierra Club is a democratically structured organization at all lev-
els.  The Club requires the regular flow of views on policy and priorities
from its grassroots membership in order to function well. Yearly partici-
pation in elections at all Club levels is a major membership obligation.

Your Board of Directors is required to stand for election by the mem-
bership. This Board sets Club policy and budgets at the national level
and works closely with the executive director and staff to operate the
Club.Voting for candidates who express your views on how the Club
should grow and change is both a privilege and responsibility of mem-
bership.

Members frequently state that they don’t know the candidates and
find it difficult to vote without learning more. You can learn more by
asking questions of your group and chapter leadership and other expe-
rienced members you know. Visit the Club’s election website: http://
www.sierraclub.org/bod/2013election

This site provides links to additional information about candidates
and their views on a variety of issues facing the Club and the environ-
ment.

You should use your own judgment by taking several minutes to
read the ballot statement of each candidate. Then make your choice and
cast your vote.

Even if you receive your election materials in the mail, please go to
the user-friendly Internet voting site to save time and postage. If neces-
sary, you will find the ballot is quite straightforward and easy to mark
and mail.

Election underway to elect
Club’s national board of directors

A 2012 study showed that

Long Island could power all

of its residents with

renewable energy by the

year 2020, and almost its

entire commercial and

residential infrastructure

by 2030.

E X P L O R E ,  E N J O Y  A N D

P R O T E C T  T H E  P L A N E T



S I E R R A  A T L A N T I C 3w w w.newyork.s i e r r a c l u b . o r g   •  w w w. s i e r r a c l u b . o r g

by Moisha Blechman

For much of last year, the “fiscal
cliff”  was the big media story.
It forced everyone to focus on

the economics of government. But
banking, budgets and money them-
selves are abstractions.

This is not true of the laws of na-
ture. They are absolute. Ignoring
them, as we did in 2012, puts us in
grave danger. We have been very dan-
gerously distracted by the fiscal cliff,
which is orders of magnitude less
important than the “climate cliff.”

The climate cliff is the story of the
century, and the news of 2012 com-
ing in from all over the planet tells us
that Earth’s life-giving systems are in
disarray. Can we accept that we are
in crisis and that it needs our undi-
vided attention? Can we recognize
that we are effectively planetary out-
laws?

A sampling of recent climate
news, below, shows that we are on
the verge of free-falling from the cli-
mate cliff.

• Record-setting heat. The year
2012 was the hottest on record, pe-
riod. The temperature was 1°F  above
the previous warm record. Records
were broken everywhere and this
had many consequences. NOAA pre-
dicts more record-breaking weather
for the near future.

• Arctic ice changing. New
records have been set for snow
extent, sea ice extent, and ice sheet
surface melting, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) reports. It notes that “mul-
tiple observations provide wide-
spread, sustained change driving
environmental systems into a new
state.”

What NOAA is really saying is that
this year made it clear that we no
longer have an Arctic as civilization
knew it.

• Arctic habitat disappearing.
The extent and depth of sea ice
melt are much greater than the
best models predicted. This means
Arctic habitat that the polar bear,
the walrus, and many, many other
animals depend on is rapidly disap-
pearing.

• Sea levels rising. For the first
time, at the height of the summer, 97
percent of the Greenland land mass
surface was melting or awash in wa-
ter. Unprecedented, huge and power-
ful amounts of water were gushing
into the sea.

It is predicted that both the
Greenland and glacier melts will
raise sea levels from one to three
meters by century’s end. LaGuardia
Airport, for example, will be perma-
nently under water.

• Permafrost is now termed
“permamelt” and is releasing rapidly
increasing amounts of methane all
across Alaska, Canada and Siberia.

• Reduced solar reflectivity. The
loss of huge expanses of Arctic ice
reduces solar reflectivity, which is
essential for radiative balance. This
will affect the weather systems in
North America, boosting chances of

extreme weather.  Arctic ice is a con-
trolling factor in U.S. weather.

While the U.S. was seeing three or
four weather events each year, 2011
had 14 such events. They were in
every major category of extreme
weather.

• Old growth die-off. The mighty
old trees are dying worldwide in ev-
ery type of forest. This is a serious
loss of animal and bird habitat, food,
the ability to sequester CO2

 (old
trees do a better job), and produce
oxygen. Old trees are better for cool-
ing, and provide copious seeds for
future trees.

• Stressed forests. Climate change
is drying out soils quickly, thus stress-
ing trees. It is taking a severe toll on
the forests of the world.

• Crop losses. There were exten-
sive crop failures throughout the
world. Most of the U.S. experienced
drought during the past growing
season. In the U.K., continuing tor-
rential rains caused flooding, and
fields were too soggy for wheat
seeds to germinate. For the first time,
the U.K. will have to import wheat.
Crop failures in the U.S., Black Sea
region, and U.K. will increase prices
everywhere, leaving the poor hungry
in places such as India.

• Desertification. Dry areas now
cover 40 percent of the global land
mass. They are home to 2.5 billion
people and that number is growing
rapidly.

• Dry forests in the U.S. West re-
sulted in millions of acres of burning
forests last summer. Climate models
project an increase in forest fires.

Soil is the life blood of any civiliza-
tion and its fertility is dependent on
many factors, especially moisture.
Soil is alive with millions of bacteria
and other tiny organisms necessary
for plant growth. Drought  kills these
organisms, reducing fertility until
fertility is gone.

• Shellfish collapse. The news
from Maine is that significant shell-
fish populations of clams, mussels
and scallops will collapse off the
coast of that state in the next three
to five years. This is due to the com-

The Climate Cliff

cludes humans. Lost food webs lead
to substantial changes in fish stocks,
threatening protein supply and food
security for millions of people.

Considering these threats to our
security on many levels, what is the
U.S. doing to mitigate or correct
the consequences of burning fossil
fuels?  While President Obama is
quoted as saying we need “...to en-
sure our children grow up unafraid
of the destructive power of a
warming planet,” he is either doing
little or blocking the ability of
other nations to act to curb climate
change.  Obama continues to call
for industrial economic growth
when only shrinking that economy
would reduce emissions. The subsi-
dies to fossil fuel industries are five
times greater than climate aid to
nations suffering from U.S. fossil
fuel use.

At Copenhagen and Durban, the
U.S. blocked important global action
and failed to honor pledges.  At Doha,
the U.S. was acutely criticized for
failing to take the lead on planet pro-
tection, especially in light of its stand-
ing as the largest historical contribu-
tor to greenhouse gases in the atmo-
sphere. The Indian environmental
representative called the U.S. “..the
most obdurate bully in the room.”

Even the devastation of Sandy has
not shifted Obama’s policy position.
The interests of the corporate world
have been put before our very survival.

Moisha Blechman is a member of the
Chapter Executive Committee and chairs
the Publications Committee.

bination of ocean warmth and a
predator, the Japanese crab. In the
past, a period of cold every winter
was enough to keep the Japanese
crab at bay.  That cold is no longer
materializing.

• Ocean acidity. In the Northwest,
baby oyster farms experienced death
as a result of ocean acidity. The infant
shellfish, or larvae, cannot tolerate
the new acidity of the oceans.

The oceans have absorbed half of
the man-made CO

2
 and are absorb-

ing 22 million tons per day.  As a con-
sequence it has made the oceans 30
percent more acid. For tens of mil-
lions of years, Earth’s oceans main-
tained a stable acidity level.

For many species, the new ocean
chemistry is similar to our trying to
breathe air of a different and hostile
composition.  All marine life is af-
fected by the imminent collapse of
the food webs due to calcium-dis-
solving acidification of the oceans.

• Vanishing reefs. Coral reefs are
dying due to both the increased
warmth of the water and its new
negative chemical composition.
Many important marine species are
dependent on the coral reefs. Their
demise could trigger the demise of
other animals who eat those spe-
cies. Shellfish have to work harder
to produce shells.  As a result, they
have less energy to find food, to
reproduce, or to defend against
predators or disease. Pterapods
have entered a life-and-death
struggle.

To a significant extent, that in-

“Owing to past neglect, in

the face of the plainest

warnings, we have entered

on a period of danger. The

era of procrastination, half

measures, of soothing

baffling and expedience

delays, is coming to a close.

In its place we are entering

a period of consequences.

We cannot avoid this period.

We are in it now.”

- Winston Churchill,1936
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Albany Update

by Roger Downs, Chapter Conservation Program Manager

We’ll back Cuomo’s drive for Fair Elections

Support chapter’s work in NYS

We need your help to fight fracking, maintain the Chapter’s other
critical conservation efforts and continue print publication of the
Sierra Atlantic. Your membership dues primarily support the

Club’s national priorities. Your additional support is needed to strengthen
the Chapter’s work in the state Legislature and throughout the state.

Please use the coupon below to send us your donation. Contributions
and dues to the Sierra Club are not tax deductible; they support our ef-
fective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Thank you.

Yes, I want to help the Atlantic Chapter preserve and protect
the environment of New York state. I am enclosing my gift of:

❑ $500     ❑ $250     ❑ $100     ❑ $60     ❑ $35     ❑ Other $______

❑ Check made payable to Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter is enclosed.

❑ I’d like to make a single payment by credit card.

❑ I'd like to become a sustainer with a $____ monthly or

$____ quarterly credit card donation.

Bill to:  ❑ Mastercard     ❑ Visa

Acct. no.________________________________ Exp. date____________

Signature____________________________________________________

Name_______________________________________________________

Sierra Club membership no.____________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________

City__________________________________  State ______ZIP________

Mail this completed form with your check or
credit card information to:

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886
A copy of our latest financial report can be obtained by writing to Sierra Club

Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886, or the NYS Attorney General,

by Lisa DiCaprio

How can we power the world with renewable energy? Mark Z. Jacobson, a
distinguished environmental engineer, addressed this question recently,
with great specificity, in a presentation at The New School in New York City.

Drawing on various sources, including the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory (NREL), Jacobson provided the scientific/technical basis for the
state to transition to 100 percent renewable energy. He detailed the kinds and
numbers of renewable energy installations and devices as well as the land
mass required for this transition. He included, for example, the footprint and
spacing for onshore wind turbines.

Actualizing New York’s potential will require identifying appropriate loca-
tions for renewable energy installations based on the built environment (see
as a model the NYC solar map at www.nycsolarmap.org), upgrading transmis-
sion lines, expanding financial incentives and mechanisms, and increasing gov-
ernment mandates, such as the renewable portfolio standard (RPS).

Jacobson, professor of civil and environmental engineering and director of
the Atmosphere Energy Program at Stanford University, is a prominent advo-
cate of renewable energy. He is best known for his 2009 Scientific American
article, “A Path to Sustainable Energy by 2030,” which he co-authored with
Mark Delucchi. In 2011, Jacobson and Delucchi published an update, “Provid-
ing all global energy with wind, water, and solar power,” which appeared in
two parts in Energy Policy.

For Jacobson’s PowerPoint, a video of his presentation, and links to his ar-
ticles on powering the world with renewable energy, see: http://
www.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/susenergy2030.html.

See also the website for the Solutions Project, mentioned by Jacobson,
which is now under construction: http://www.thesolutionsproject.org.

Lisa DiCaprio, a member of the New York City Group, teaches at New York University.

Engineer lays out pathway to power
the world with renewable energy

This past year will be marked as
one of environmental calamity.
Superstorm Sandy rocked the

concept of climate change back into
the consciousness of everyday New
Yorkers.  A bungled regulatory re-
view for hydrofracking threatened to
put our air, water and health at risk.
Several important initiatives to bring
long-term renewable development to
the state sputtered out. But the great-
est threat to New York’s environment
may have been an unlikely suspect:
big money.

Wealthy industry contributors
have stalled and derailed sound envi-
ronmental legislation for decades,
but reining in the influence of big
money has never been more urgent.
The opportunities for action before
us may stall before they get started.
The 2012 fall elections provided
clear choices for an electorate eager
to see change in Albany, but pro-envi-
ronment, progressive candidates
could not match the special interest
money flowing into their oppo-
nents’ coffers. On the issue of
hydrofracking alone, $400,000 in
direct contributions from oil and gas
companies and drilling proponents

tipped the scales in tight Senate and
Assembly races.

While we wait to see how the
new 2013 Legislature responds to
the challenges presented by Sandy, it
is clear that the power of special
interest money will linger far beyond
the elections and insulate many offi-
cials from doing what is right.

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has called
for public financing of state elec-
tions—with contribution limits and
strong enforcement—to take the
power back from a few big-money
contributors. Good government ad-
vocates, community groups and even
business leaders such as Chris
Hughes, co-founder of Facebook,

have stepped forward in support for
the upcoming legislative session. For
the first time, reform may be within
reach—but only if the state Legisla-
ture acts.

Sometimes, by sheer organizing
power, we can best the influence of
big money. New York’s Bigger Better
Bottle Law, which finally passed in
2009 over the opposition of bever-
age industry giants, is one example.
The law expanded the state’s suc-
cessful five-cent deposit law to in-
clude bottled water, and it forced the
beverage industry to turn over un-
claimed deposits to the state. But it
took years of grassroots organizing
to overcome these roadblocks. No
sensible policy should be that hard
to implement.

Public financing would help solve
these problems by amplifying the
impact of small donations and allow-
ing candidates to build viable cam-
paigns without succumbing to the
temptations of large donations—like
those offered by the gas and bever-

age industries.
That’s what’s begun to happen in

New York City: participating candi-
dates are relying more heavily on
financing from small donors, thanks
to a six-to-one match on donations of
$175 or less.  As a result, we’re seeing
greater and more diverse participa-
tion, with more donors and candi-
dates from low- and moderate-in-
come backgrounds. With the passage
of Fair Elections, good candidates
can spend more time worrying
about the issues that matter to their
constituents, not fundraising.

So what would a state public fi-
nancing system cost? Using New
York City’s system as a model, non-
partisan experts from the Campaign
Finance Institute estimate the price
at $25 million to $30 million a year
for a four-year cycle. That’s $2.50 per
New Yorker per year.

The alternative? The Sierra Club
fears it will be contaminated air and
drinking water, and a growing reli-
ance on dirty energy sources—not to
mention a government that caters
more to industry lobbyists than the
public.

Governor Cuomo has proclaimed
Fair Elections legislation as a top pri-
ority of his administration for 2013.
The environmental community is
ready to fight alongside him to en-
sure reform comes to New York. In
the coming weeks, the Chapter will
post its legislative priorities for 2013
on our website, but for now, Fair
Elections are our number one prior-
ity.  Without a level playing field and
a government beholden to the
people, it is difficult to imagine that
our other legislative priorities can
stand a chance. Solve the problem of
campaign finance, and the rest of our
burden becomes easier.

$400,000 in direct

contributions from oil and

gas companies and drilling

proponents tipped the

scales in tight Senate and

Assembly races.
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by Jessica Helm, Conservation Chair

Conservation Action

New online publication to improve collaboration

The structure of the Atlantic
Chapter’s conservation program
allows a great deal of work to be

done by the Sierra Club in New York,
but a lot of this action happens be-
low the surface, unknown to most of
our members and the public. We have
a plan to change that with a new
online publication.

The conservation program in-
cludes the work of more than 20
committees focused on environmen-
tal issues at the Chapter level, 11 con-
servation chairs and other issue

chairs working at the local (Group)
level, and our Chapter staff in Albany.

The Sierra Atlantic you are reading
now offers top notch in-depth re-
porting on the biggest stories of the
season, but until now and except
within the confines of this column,
the conservation program has not
regularly collected and reported on
its own activities.

The conservation program is
pleased to offer a new online publi-
cation, the Atlantic Action: Atlantic
Chapter Conservation News. The

Atlantic Action is a biweekly news
source offering brief summaries of
conservation activities within the
Chapter and its Groups.

The Sierra Atlantic newsletter
will continue to offer in-depth envi-
ronmental reporting on a quarterly
basis.

By regularly collecting and shar-
ing news about Chapter and Group
conservation activities, we expect to
improve efficiency and collaboration
within our volunteer and staff struc-
tures while making it easier for new

volunteers to engage with ongoing
efforts.

In the future, we plan to use this
informational infrastructure to build
our external communications via
social and traditional media outlets.
For these efforts we need additional
volunteers with expertise in social
media and publicity. If you would
like to offer your skills or know
someone who would be a good fit,
please contact me by e-mailing
helm_jessica@yahoo.com.

After an initial pair of e-mail distri-
butions to notify all of our members,
the Atlantic Action will be sent only
to those who subscribe to it, so we
are counting on our subscribers to
share it and help us add new readers.
If you would like to receive the At-
lantic Action: Atlantic Chapter Con-
servation News, you can opt in at
http://action.sierraclub.org/site/
PageNavigatorCHP.

Sign up now, and help us build
something great!

by Bob Ciesielski

In early June, 2012, the Long Island
Power Authority (LIPA), at the
urging of Governor Cuomo, estab-

lished a solar feed-in-tariff.  LIPA
agreed to purchase solar power at
the rate of 22 cents per kilowatt
hour under 20-year contracts.  Within
six weeks, the top tier of the demon-
stration project dealing with large
projects was oversubscribed.

Over the summer the Sierra Club’s
Beyond Coal Campaign and the Long
Island Group urged further develop-
ment of clean energy.  In late Octo-
ber, LIPA expanded its feed-in-tariff
project to 170 megawatts, including
20 megawatts from wind, geothermal
and other renewable energy sources.
The Niagara Group is attempting to
obtain a similar feed-in-tariff demon-
stration project in Western New York.

The international successes of
feed-in-tariff projects over the last
year has been enormous.

• Since last fall, Germany’s feed-in-
tariff program has increased its clean
renewable electricity production
from 17% to 25% of the country’s
total output.

• Japan adopted an aggressive
feed-in-tariff in July, after the
Fukushima nuclear disaster.  Japan
expects solar installations alone to
provide at least 3.2 gigawatts (3,200
megawatts of electricity), or the
equivalent of approximately three
nuclear plants.

• Ontario, Canada, reported on its
feed-in-tariff, showing that it had pro-
duced contracts for 4,600 megawatts
of renewable energy within the first
two years. The province expects up
to 50,000 jobs in renewable energy
as a result of the program.

• Italy recently adopted a feed-in-
tariff model, after struggling for years
with a renewable portfolio standard
similar to what we currently have in
New York.

And how about the United States?
Clean energy advocates have sug-
gested that President Obama create a
national feed-in-tariff to develop re-
newable energy.  This could be estab-
lished following the model of the

by Larry Beahan

Solyndra, the failed solar panel
manufacturer, is a name that
fossil fuel and nuclear energy

enthusiasts have kept in the head-
lines.  The Obama administration lost
$500 million by guaranteeing
Solyndra’s loans as part of the $700
billion, 2009 stimulus package.

  Solyndra and Solyndra-like
projects must stay in the spotlight
because supporting clean renewable
energy is exactly the direction we
must follow if we are to survive the
triple threat of climate change, de-
pendence on foreign fuel and the
pollution of our air, lands and waters.

In Silicon Valley, multi-million dol-
lar companies fail every day. It takes
risk of capital to develop new indus-
tries. Without federal guarantees,
funding for solar and wind projects
comes at usurious rates.

The U.S. began energy subsidies
with a 10% tariff on British coal in
1789. The nuclear industry has
been the recipient of hundreds of
billions of federal dollars and still
does not charge rates that pay its
costs. Federal subsidies to fossil
fuels are estimated to be currently
$52 billion a year.

“What Would Jefferson Do,” a
review of  the history of federal
subsidies produced by DBL Inves-
tors, a venture capital firm, con-
cluded: “...the federal commitment
to O&G [oil and gas] was five
times greater than the federal com-
mitment to renewables during the
first 15 years of each subsidy’s life,
and it was more than 10 times
greater for nuclear.”

The real lesson of Solyndra: sensible subsidies work

Feed-in-tariff spurs solar power on Long Island
National Highway Trust.  The presi-
dent would set a national standard
for feed-in-tariffs through the author-
ity of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC).

Decisions by FERC last year
opened the way for states to estab-
lish feed-in-tariffs. If a state requires
that a certain portion of its electric-

ity has to be produced from renew-
able sources, prices can be estab-
lished for these renewables to be
purchased by utilities.  Revenues col-
lected from the tariff would go into a
national Energy Trust Fund, just as a
portion of our gasoline taxes go into
the national Highway Trust Fund.
These funds could be distributed to

states that elect to implement feed-
in-tariffs and meet or exceed federal
guidelines. (See Chris Neider’s No-
vember 14 article, Beyond Carbon
Policy Coal and the National Feed-
in-Tariff, at www.smartplanet.com.)

Bob Ciesielski, a member of the Niagara
Group, chairs the Chapter Energy Com-
mittee.

Vastly more money has been
spent on fossil fuels and nuclear
power than on clean energy.  And
these charges do not include the
cost of the damage they do to our
climate and our health:

• The National Academy of Sci-
ences estimates that health costs
from fossil fuels totals $120 billion
annually.  This includes, for example,
uncounted thousands of children
and adults who suffer from  fume-
induced asthma caused by diesel oil.

• Governor Cuomo is asking the
federal government for $30 billion
toward New York City’s recovery
from Superstorm Sandy. Sandy fits
the pattern of climate disruption that
scientists blame on global warming
induced by the burning of gas, coal
and petroleum.

• The U.S. Department of Energy
estimates the cost of cleaning up
New York’s West Valley nuclear waste
site at between $10 billion and $13
billion. If the site is not cleaned up
before a hurricane the size of Sandy
dissolves its glacial-gravel plateau
into Cattaraugus Creek, cleanup is

estimated at more than $200 billion.
Solyndra failed because China

beat America to the punch by subsi-
dizing its solar panel industry with
$30 billion. They flooded the market
with inexpensive solar panels.  Our
$500 million loan guarantee to
Solyndra was too little, too late.

Tell your senators and congress-
man to stop wasting money on
coal, oil, gas and nuclear energy.
Insist they support clean energy
programs such as “Clean-FIT,” pro-
posed by Sierra Club and the
United Steel Workers (http://
newyork.sierraclub.org/docu-
ments/Clean-fitreport.pdf#).

And have some of those under-
priced Chinese solar panels installed
on your house. Or you can have a
solar power system installed free, at
no upfront expense—by leasing a
system available through the Atlantic
Chapter’s solar initiative.

Larry Beahan, a member of the Niagara
Group, serves on several Chapter conser-
vation committees. An earlier version of
this article appeared as an op-ed in the
Buffalo News.
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Help keep the Adirondacks wild—stop 6,000-acre mega-resort

The Adirondacks have never faced a
bigger threat.
The Sierra Club’s Adirondack

Committee has joined a lawsuit with
another grassroots environmental
organization, Protect the
Adirondacks!, and with three local
Adirondack property owners, to chal-
lenge the Adirondack Park Agency’s
(APA) issuance of a permit for a
6,000-acre mega-development resort
in the heart of the Adirondack Park,
on the mountainsides outside of the
village of Tupper Lake.

The proposed development, the
Adirondack Club & Resort, is the
largest development ever approved
in the Adirondack Park. Its approval
has been considered by many to be
the worst decision in the 40-year
history of the APA, a state agency
created to protect the “natural, sce-
nic, aesthetic, ecological, wildlife,
historic, recreational, or open space
resources of the Park.”  The proposed
mega-resort has been called “sprawl
on steroids” by one conservationist.

Please help save and protect the
Adirondack Park by making a contri-
bution to support our lawsuit.

Consider:
•The proposed development

spans a wildlife corridor between
the High Peaks Wilderness, on the
east, and a 500,000-acre area pro-
posed as the Great Oswegatchie Ca-
noe Wilderness, on the west. It is
adjacent to the pristine14,600-acre
Follensby Pond tract, recently ac-
quired by the Nature Conservancy;
this was the site of the renowned
1858 “Philosophers’ Camp” of Ralph
Waldo Emerson and friends.

The proposed 6,000+ acre devel-
opment plan calls for 206 single fam-
ily homes, 453 multiplex units, an
equestrian center, a marina, a 60-
room lodge, parking for 900 cars, and

15 miles of roads and driveways.
Lots for several so- called “great
camps” in the back-country will
range in size from 111 to 770 acres.

• The APA erred in approving a
permit for a project, more than 77%
of which is located on lands classi-
fied under the APA Act as “resource
management,” intended to be used
for timber production or agriculture.
These lands give the Park its own
space character, along with the For-
est Preserve, and approval of this
project by the APA sets a terrible
precedent.

• The APA erred by failing to re-
quire that the developer’s proposal
include more than a cursory wildlife
impact study, then postponing that
study until after the development
takes place!  (Note: Expert testimony
introduced at the APA hearing by
conservation organizations found no
fewer than 11 species of amphibians
alone not listed in the developer’s
wildlife impact study.)

This permitting action by the APA
sets a very dangerous precedent,
which, if left unchallenged, could set
the stage for sprawl development all
across the Adirondack Park.

Your donation will help protect
New York’s incomparably beautiful,
and biologically critical, wilderness

from thoughtless sprawl and poorly
managed development.

When you donate to the Adiron-
dack Defense Fund, you help:

• support legal actions to reign in
those who would intentionally ig-
nore, or thoughtlessly misinterpret,
the rules and regulations of the
Adirondack Park Agency,

• promote one of the Adirondack
Committee’s primary projects, the
creation of wilderness canoe areas
and riparian wildlife corridors; and

• educate Sierra Club members
and supporters about the impor-
tance of protecting and preserving
open space Adirondack lands as “For-
ever Wild,” in keeping with the
legacy of Article 14 of the New York
State Constitution, approved in 1894.

In this time of global climate
change, preserving the large, intact
wilderness cores and open space
corridors of the Adirondacks will
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The steep slopes of Sugarloaf Sugarloaf Mountain, center, overlook Tupper Lake and the village. A proposed resort would ring the mountainsides
with condominiums and second homes.

The Atlantic Chapter’s Population Committee has received a grant from
Sierra Club National’s Activist Network to offer an essay contest for high
school juniors and seniors in New York, challenging them to write essays

on the topic:
Are There Limits to Growth? Population, Consumption and the Environ-

ment.
The winner will earn $500 (second place, $200; third place, $100) and we

hope to publish the winning essay.
If you teach environmental science, general science, social studies, econom-

ics or another relevant subject to high school students, let your students know.
Or, if you are a parent of a student who might be interested, or if you’re a stu-
dent yourself and you would like to submit an essay, get the details at
www.newyork.sierraclub.org/. The deadline is April 1.

For educational materials on these topics and/or to schedule a classroom
visit by a member of the Population Committee, contact Diane Buxbaum
(ddbuxbaum@earthlink.net and Buxbaum.Diane@epamail.epa.gov) or Kathy
Schwarz (k_schwarz54@yahoo.com).

Chapter sponsors environmental essay
contest for high school juniors, seniors

help all species of wildlife, both ani-
mal and plant, adapt and adjust to
the changing habitats of this increas-
ingly fragile environment.

Tupper Lake project
would be largest
ever in Park

Send a contribution to:

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter
353 Hamilton Street
Albany, NY 12210

Make the check payable to:
Sierra Club Foundation
Write on the memo line:

Adirondack Defense Fund

Thank you for your generos-
ity and for your help in protect-
ing New York’s most valuable
open spaces!

How you can help
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by Linda A. DeStefano

The Atlantic Chapter is part of a
coalition to achieve a nuclear-
free, carbon-free New York by

2050.  The Alliance for a Green
Economy (AGREE) petitioned the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) to immediately suspend the
license of the Fitzpatrick nuclear
power plant in upstate New York
due to its safety problems.

The facility has the same danger-
ous design as the plants which ex-
ploded in Fukushima, Japan. Further,
it is the only facility of this design in
the U.S. which has not accepted  the
advice of the NRC to install a retro-
fit which is intended to mitigate the
consequences of a serious accident.

Although the reality is that the
original design is so faulty that the
retrofit is unlikely to work, the fail-

Foes press NRC to close Fukushima-type nuke near Syracuse
ure of Entergy (the owner of
Fitzpatrick) to attempt any reason-
able accommodation indicates disre-
gard for public safety.  (For details,
see the Spring, 2012, issue of the
SIERRA ATLANTIC.)

While some spoke in person be-
fore the NRC’s Petition Review
Board, I spoke on behalf of the Atlan-
tic Chapter on a conference call, as
did a member of the Syracuse Com-
mon Council and others.  The good
news is that AGREE and Beyond
Nuclear (a national organization)
received a decision from the board
that accepts part of our argument.

 The bad news is that the NRC
will hold any action to correct the
situation in abeyance—indefinitely,
even though Syracuse residents live
36 miles from a potential disaster
and, of course, other communities
are even closer.

by Arthur Klein

West Valley demonstrates that
treating symptoms rarely
cures disease.

It all began in 1966, when manag-
ers of the nuclear waste demonstra-
tion project in West Valley (near Buf-
falo) theorized it was possible to dis-
solve nuclear power plant radioactive
fuel rods in acid to extract valuable
plutonium, the lethal base ingredient
of nuclear energy.

This idiocy was halted in1972
when unforeseen conditions threat-
ened to melt down the entire facility,
kill everyone near and far, and West
Valley’s operators realized current
technology and engineering were not
adequate to the task.

West Valley is now supervised by a
partnership of the federal Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) and the New
York Energy and Research Develop-
ment Authority (NYSERDA) and sur-
vives on low budgets and slow
progress.

Meanwhile, climate change has

Meantime, we have initiated a
postcard campaign to convince the
state legislature to fund a study of
how New York could become
nuclear-free and carbon-free by 2050.
We were hoping to collect 1,000
postcards by the end of 2012.  After
that, we’ll determine our next nu-
meric goal.  We plan to take the post-
cards to Albany to present to the
relevant legislator(s).

 Many studies indicate that energy
conservation, energy efficiency, solar,
wind and other renewables could
replace nuclear, coal, oil and gas.
However, we’d like a study specifi-
cally analyzing the situation in our
state.

If you would like to help by sign-
ing a postcard (and maybe taking
extras to distribute to others), con-
tact me at (315)488-2140 (8 a.m. - 10
p.m.) or LDESTEFANO@

twcny.rr.com, or 5031 Onondaga Rd.,
Syracuse 13215-1403.  Alternatively,
you can sign online at
allianceforagreeneconomy.org, and
we will transfer your information to
a physical postcard.

You can download informative
leaflets to hand out with the post-
cards at allianceforagreen
economy.org—or ask me for hard
copies.

AGREE members include Citizens
Awareness Network of Central N.Y.
(C.A.N. in Vermont has mounted an
impressive campaign to close Ver-
mont Yankee); Citizens Environmen-
tal Coalition; Center for Health, Envi-
ronment and Justice (the national
organization started by Lois Gibbs of
Love Canal fame); Peace Action of
C.N.Y.; Peace Action of N.Y.S., and
the Syracuse Peace Council.

Linda DeStefano is a member of the
Chapter Energy Committee and the
Chapter’s representative to AGREE.

West Valley – climate change emerges as
the latest lethal wild card at nuke waste site

emerged as the new wild card.
This year the West Valley team

assembled a group of climatologists.
Their work can be seen at http://
westvalleyphaseonestudies.org/im-
ages/documents/ClimateWorkshop_
Handbook_R4.pdf.

One common conclusion they
shared is that the increased intensity
of storms wrought by climate change
can loose the hounds of Hades and
threaten the water supply of 14 mil-
lion humans on the lower Great
Lakes.  A downpour similar to the
one that flooded Gowanda in 2009
could wash the surface of the West
Valley plateau into Cattaraugus Creek
and then into Lake Erie.

West Valley signals that, despite
robust confidence, our technology
still fails to manage radioactive
waste.We constantly improve storage
methods, but have to hope that the
next generation can tame the radio-
active monster we have created.

The current site has converted
much of the radioactive liquid of
underground storage tanks to huge,

insanely radioactive glass modules.
They stand outside on the plateau,
like bowling pins encased in thick
jackets that will not last nearly as
long as their contents are dangerous.

Intensely radioactive sludge re-
mains in the underground tanks and
a couple of huge, unlined burial
trenches, where unknown quantities
of chemical and radioactive waste
were hastily buried to threaten the
area for thousands of years.

The burial trenches may be good
news compared to the area several
acres in size that contains plutonium.
During initial attempts at cleanup,
acid sludge in the rendering tanks’
material was spilled and now has
developed a long plume of pluto-
nium that is contained in open land
sloping down east-northeast, toward
Cattaraugus Creek. This was where,
in 2010, a shoddy concrete slurry
wall was poured in an unsuccessful
attempt to contain the spread of the
plutonium.

Ominously, this area is a perme-
able (mostly sand and gravel) stratum
covering less pervious Lavery Till.
During exceptional rain, similar to
the one that struck Gowanda, this
mass of sandy glacial till can become
liquefied and slide, like a slow ava-
lanche, off the slick clayish subsur-
face, to begin a journey toward Lake
Erie.

Another fearsome factor is the
underlying Lavery Tills have very
low average hydraulic conductivi-
ties but contain numerous desicca-
tion cracks that could increase the
unit’s permeability.  Contaminants
present at Love Canal were found
to have migrated outward through
such desiccation crack routes.
Once the radioactive materials fill
them, their outward paths of con-
veyance are unpredictable.

 All the water in the world is the
only water in the world. If we allow
radioactive contamination to pollute
significant portions, we lose them
and our children lose them.

Art Klein, of the Town of Tonawanda, is
a member of the Niagara Group.

Chapter stands with Canadian Sierrans
in fight against more Great Lakes nukes

Ontario is considering refurbishing four existing nuclear reactors,
and building four new reactors at the Darlington nuclear site near
Lake Ontario.

At the request of Sierra Club Canada, the Atlantic Chapter Energy
Committee and the Rochester and Niagara Groups have sent letters to
Canadian nuclear regulators in opposition to this dangerous expansion
of nuclear power near an international water supply.

Overwhelming evidence shows that the operation of the Canadian
deuterium uranium (CANDU) reactors results in the emission of conven-
tional and radioactive contaminants into the air, land and surface and
groundwater.  The radioactive carcinogen tritium, which interacts with
human DNA, has been released into the air at Darlington and into Lake
Ontario.

The Canada-U.S. Air Quality Agreement places large sectors of north-
west New York in its jurisdiction.  Additionally, the Great Lakes Water
Quality Agreement calls for the elimination of toxics such as tritium
from the Great Lakes. Canada’s international responsibilities, raised by
the Atlantic Chapter, were noted in Ontario’s major newspaper, the
Toronto Star.

-800
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Krauss’s New York Times piece,
“There Will Be Fuel,” published No-
vember 16, 2010.

Now Krauss and the Times are
singing a somewhat different tune.
“After the Boom in Natural Gas,” co-
authored with Eric Lipton and pub-
lished October 21, notes that “. . . the
gas rush has . . . been a money loser
so far for many of the gas exploration
companies and their tens of thou-
sands of investors.”

Krauss and Lipton go on to quote
Rex Tillerson, CEO of ExxonMobil:
“We are all losing our shirts today. . . .
We’re making no money. It’s all in the
red.” It seems gas producers drilled
too many wells too quickly, causing
gas prices to fall below the actual
cost of production. Sound familiar?

The obvious implication is that
one way or another the market will
balance itself out. Drilling and pro-
duction will decline (drilling rates
have already started doing so) and
prices will rise until production is
once again profitable.

So we will have less gas than we
currently do, and gas will be more
expensive. Gosh, who da thunk?

The October 21 Times article
didn’t drill very far into the data that
make Berman and Hughes pessimis-
tic about future unconventional gas
production prospects—the high per-
well decline rates, and the tendency
of the drillers to go after “sweet spots”
first so that future production will
come from ever-lower quality sites.
For more recent analysis that does
look beyond the cash flow problems
of Chesapeake and the other frackers,
see “Gas Boom Goes Bust” by Jonathan
Callahan, and Gail Tverberg’s essay,
“Why Natural Gas Isn’t Likely to be
the World’s Energy Savior.”

David Hughes, a colleague at the
Post Carbon Institute, has just pub-
lished a report which looks at uncon-
ventional oil and gas of all types in
North America.  His report is an ex-
haustive analysis of three different
shale gas plays and 21 shale/tight oil
plays—more than 65,000 wells alto-
gether. It appears that the pattern of
rapid declines and the overstated
ability of shale to radically grow pro-
duction is true across the U.S., for

both gas and oil. In the effort to
maintain and grow oil and gas sup-
ply,  Americans will effectively be
chained to drilling rigs to offset pro-
duction declines and meet demand
growth, and will have to endure collat-
eral environmental impacts of escalat-
ing drilling and fracking.

No, shale gas won’t entirely go
away anytime soon. But expectations
of continuing low prices (which
drive business plans in the power
generation industry and climate strat-
egies in mainstream environmental

continued from page 1

organizations) are about to be
dashed.  And notions that the U.S. will
become a major gas exporter, or that
we will convert millions of cars and
trucks to run on gas, now ring hollow.

One matter remains unclear:
what’s the energy return on the en-
ergy invested (EROEI) in producing
“fracked” shale gas? There’s still no
reliable study. If the figure turns out
to be anything like that of tight
“fracked” oil from the North Dakota
Bakken (6:1 or less, according to one
estimate), then shale gas production

will continue only as long as it can
be subsidized by higher-EROEI con-
ventional gas and oil.

In any case, it’s already plain that
the “resource pessimists” have once
again gotten the big picture just
about right.  And once again we suf-
fer the curse of Cassandra—though
we’re correct, no one listens. I keep
hoping that if we are right often
enough the curse will lift. We’ll see.

Richard Heinberg, a fellow of the Post
Carbon Institute, is the author of “The
End of Growth.”

S ierra Club has released a new
report highlighting the
significant risks of exporting

liquefied natural gas (LNG), and call-
ing on the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) to take a careful look
at the dangerous effects of increased
fracking on Americans’ water, air,
land and health.

The report, “Look Before the LNG
Leap,” cautions against the rubber
stamp approval of proposed lique-
fied natural gas export facilities, and
refutes the Department of Energy’s
claim that it cannot predict where
new fracking will occur as a result of
approved LNG exports. The DOE has
been using this argument as its main
reason against performing a thor-
ough environmental impact state-
ment to study the full effects of ex-

Is the shale gas bubble ready to burst?

porting natural gas.
The report shows that DOE’s own

energy models can and do make
those predictions.

“The Department of Energy
should look at the full picture of
what exporting LNG will mean for
Americans’ health, communities and
check books,” said Deb Nardone, Si-
erra Club’s Beyond Natural Gas cam-
paign director.  “If we blindly move
forward with LNG exports, the
American people will be left footing
the bill while natural gas companies
rake in more cash with zero account-
ability for their toxic pollution.”

Shipping natural gas to foreign
countries would increase dirty, dan-
gerous fracking in Americans’ back-
yards, drive up energy prices for
American families and put Ameri-

cans’ health and our climate at risk—
while doing nothing to address our
nation’s energy challenges. DOE
must do the right thing and begin an
open, public environmental impact
assessment before we blindly trans-
form the energy landscape and com-
munities across the country.

“This new report underscores the
urgent need to move beyond all fos-
sil fuels,”said Nardone. “An economy
based on energy efficiency and clean
energy sources like wind and solar is
the only safe and responsible way to
achieve true energy security while
putting Americans to work.”

Craig Segall, a Sierra Club staff
attorney, wrote the executive sum-
mary of the report, excerpted here:

Exporting American natural gas to
the world market would spur uncon-

ventional natural gas production
across the country, increasing pollu-
tion and disrupting landscapes and
communities. ...

Yet, as the Department of Energy
considers whether to greenlight gas
exports of as much as 45% of current
U.S. gas production—more gas than
the entire domestic power industry
burns in a year—it has refused to
disclose, or even acknowledge, the
environmental consequences of its
decisions. In fact, DOE has not even
acknowledged that its own National
Energy Modeling System can be used
to help develop much of this infor-
mation, instead preferring to turn a
blind eye to the problem. DOE needs
to change course.

Even much smaller volumes of

Club report: Exporting gas will increase fracking, raise U.S. prices

continued on next page
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From the Long Island Press (above) to Rolling Stone, a growing number of skeptical media reports is exposing the shale gas industry’s shaky
finances and its hype about environmental benefits, production figures and reserves.
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The art of hypermiling: how to get more mpg

by Joseph Bonasia

A t the end of summer, I needed
to buy a new car, and for me, it
was imperative that the car be

as green as I could get. Because I
couldn’t afford a hybrid, I bought
what I thought was the next best
thing: a Mazda 3 (“Zoom-Zoom!”)
with its new fuel-efficient Skyactiv
engine.

I had gone to the showroom in-
tending to buy the 3 with an auto-
matic transmission. It has an EPA rat-
ing of 33 mpg overall, 29 in the city,
and the much heralded 40 on the
highway.  That 40 mpg was symbolic
for me; in my mind it yelled “Green!”

But I’ve always driven a stick be-
cause I like the driving experience it
provides and the EPA window sticker
indicated it would take me years to
regain in fuel cost savings the extra
money I’d spend on the automatic. So
I bought the stick.

Only after I made my down pay-
ment did I discover that due to very
recent changes in EPA standards, the
window sticker didn’t indicate that
the manual emits more greenhouse
gasses than does the automatic, and,
somehow, I also didn’t see that the
manual would be 2 mpg, not 1 mpg,
less efficient overall.  I even worried
it wouldn’t take me to the 40 mpg
threshold. In my mind’s eyes, I saw
excess GHG emissions spewing un-
necessarily into the atmosphere with
every mile I drove. Ticked-off at the
EPA and more with myself, I immedi-
ately vowed to make up for my mis-
take. What I learned online has dra-
matically changed the way I drive.

My name is Joe and I’m a
hypermiler.

Hypermiling is the practice of
coaxing far greater fuel efficiency out
of a car than the EPA estimate sug-
gests a driver should expect.  The
proof is in the numbers.

On a 500-mile trip from Long Is-
land to the Adirondacks and back,
with the A/C on approximately half
the time, I earned 45 mpg, 6 miles
per gallon above the EPA estimate.
But that’s the machine, and credit
goes to Mazda’s engineers.  The real
story is this: over the course of 4,068
mixed miles (highway and town) I
have averaged 42 mpg, 11 miles
more per gallon—35% better—than
the EPA estimate. That’s not the ma-
chine.  That’s the man driving the
machine, employing hypermiling
tactics that any average Joe can em-
ploy in his car.  What are they?

First, and most importantly, I’ve
slowed down.  Whereas in the past, I
drove 70 mph on the highway, now I
usually stick to 60 mph. Cars achieve
their advertized fuel efficiency at 55
mph. Driving at 70 mph decreases
efficiency by a whopping 17%.  Driv-
ing at 60 mpg causes a tolerable 3%
drop. Yes, this means my 34 mixed-

mile commute takes five minutes
longer, but in terms of saved fuel and
money, reduced greenhouse gas emis-
sions and improved safety, it’s a no-
brainer.

Second, I leave considerably more
space between me and the car ahead
of me, thus eliminating unnecessary
braking, which is a waste of the gas
already expended to propel the car.
Instead of braking, I coast in gear as
often as the opportunity and com-
mon sense permit. Unlike when
coasting in neutral, the fuel injectors
in my car don’t inject gas into the
cylinders when the car is in gear, un-
less the accelerator pedal is pressed,
so coasting provides gas-free, pollu-
tion-free, money-free miles.

Likewise, I patiently coast up to
red lights and even stop signs as
much as is reasonably possible. Con-
sider if you had to bike many miles a
day; you’d do as much coasting as you
could to conserve your energy.  It’s
the same concept here.

Third, I accelerate more patiently
as well.  This allows me to shift at a
lower RPM without the engine labor-
ing.  The fewer revolutions per

minute the engine needs to propel
my car forward, the less gas is being
burned. (A gallon of gas weighs 6
pounds, but for every gallon of gas
burned, 20 pounds of CO2

 are re-
leased into the atmosphere.)

I drive with properly inflated tires,
checking tire pressure every two
weeks. I never used to. Improperly
inflated tires could erode efficiency
by 2% while also compromising my
safety on the road, decreasing tread
life, and accelerating tire fatigue,
costing me more money at the pump
and at the shop.  Eighty percent of
Americans drive with tires
underinflated by as much as 10%. Fifty
percent drive at 20% below recom-
mended pressure. Not me anymore.

Those are the most significant
fuel-saving tactics I employ, but not
the only ones:

• Most authorities say that if you
are going to stop while your car idles
for 30 seconds, it’s worth it to shut
the engine. (This, essentially, is what
hybrids do when they switch to bat-
tery power at lights.) Some lights
near me are 60 seconds or more. If I
hit them just as they turn red, I turn

off the engine.
• If I’m stopped on even a slight

decline, I shift directly into second
gear.

• I do use my A/C when necessary,
but I avoid using the higher settings
as that causes greater drag on the
engine, decreasing efficiency.

• Given the handling properties of
my Mazda 3, I safely maximize mo-
mentum retention on turns by braking
as much as I need to but no more.

• Furthermore, when it comes
time for my first oil change, I may
very well use synthetic oil, which
improves efficiency modestly, burns
more cleanly, and lasts longer then
regular oil, necessitating fewer oil
changes (and less oil) per year.
When it’s time for new tires, I will
look into installing a set of Michelin’s
low-rolling resistance tires that got a
very good rating in a popular con-
sumer magazine. That, too, improves
efficiency.

I estimate that over the 20,000
miles I drive a year (60% highway/
40% town), I will reduce fuel con-
sumption by 170 gallons and CO

2

emissions by 3,400 pounds, not in-
cluding the gas and emissions spent
to make and get the gas into my tank.
I also estimate that at $3.80 per gal-
lon, I will reduce fuel costs by $642.

Is there some irony in driving like
an old man in a “Zoom-Zoom!”
Mazda 3? Maybe. But I’m a pretty
happy hypermiler, and for planet and
pocket, I will no longer drive any
other way.

Joseph Bonasia is a member of the Long
Island Group.

export have substantial environmen-
tal implications and exporting a large
percentage of the total volume pro-
posed would greatly affect the com-
munities and ecosystems across
America. The public and policy-mak-
ers deserve, and are legally entitled
to, a full accounting of these impacts.

Gas exports are only possible be-
cause of the unconventional natural
gas boom which hydraulic fracturing
(“fracking”) has unlocked. DOE’s
own advisory board has warned of
the boom’s serious environmental
impacts.

These environmental consider-
ations include significant threats to
air and water quality from the
industry’s wastes, and the industrial-
ization of entire landscapes. Gas pro-
duction is associated with significant
volumes of highly-contaminated
wastewater and the risk of ground-
water contamination; it has also
brought persistent smog problems to
entire regions, along with notable
increases in toxic and carcinogenic
air pollutants.

Regulatory measures to address
these impacts have been inadequate.

Natural gas exports also have im-
portant climate policy implications
on several fronts: Even if exported
gas substitutes for coal abroad
(which it may or may not do), it will
not produce emissions reductions

sufficient to stabilize the climate, and
gas exports will increase our invest-
ment in fossil fuels.

Moreover, the gas export process
is particularly carbon-intensive, and
gas exports will likely raise gas
prices domestically, increasing the
market share of dirty coal power,
meaning that perceived climate ben-
efits may be quite limited if they ex-
ist at all. The upshot is that increas-
ing gas production comes with sig-
nificant domestic costs.

The National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) process is de-
signed to generate just such an analy-
sis. NEPA analyses, properly done,
provide full, fair, descriptions of a
project’s environmental implications,
remaining uncertainties, and alterna-
tives that could avoid environmental
damage. A full NEPA environmental
impact statement looking program-
matically at export would help DOE

and the public fairly weigh these
proposals’ costs and benefits, and to
work with policymakers at the fed-
eral, state, and local levels to address
any problems.

In fact, the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has repeatedly called
for just such an analysis. Without one,
America risks committing itself to a
permanent role as a gas supplier to
the world without determining
whether it can do so safely while pro-
tecting important domestic interests.

The bottom line is that before
committing to massive gas exports,
federal decision makers need to en-
sure that they, and the public, have the
environmental information they need
to make a fair decision, and the au-
thority to do so. That means ensuring
that a full environmental impact state-
ment discloses exports’ impacts and
develops alternatives to reduce them.

It also means defending DOE’s
prerogatives against the unintended
effects of trade pacts. Congress and
the U.S. trade negotiators must en-
sure that agreements like the Trans-
Pacific Partnership are designed to
maintain DOE’s vital public interest
inquiry.

Gas exports would transform the
energy landscape and communities
across the country. We owe ourselves
an open national conversation to test
whether they are in the public inter-
est. We need to look before we leap.

continued from page 8

Club report: Exporting gas will increase fracking, raise U.S. prices

An ultra-green
driver uses every
trick in the book to
squeeze more from
the gas tank

The gas export process is

particularly carbon-intensive,

and gas exports will likely

raise gas prices domestically,

increasing the market share

of dirty coal power.
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by Sarah Loftus

Legislation sponsored by Rob
Bishop (R-Utah), which passed
the House last summer, would

grant unprecedented powers to the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) and Border Patrol to sweep
away 16 major environmental laws
within 100 miles of the United
States/Canada border.  These laws
currently protect people, wildlife,
and natural resources.

Recently, Wilderness Watch re-
leased a report warning that, as a
result, “73 U.S. Wildernesses in 12
states covering more than 32 million
acres are threatened by border secu-
rity measures along the Northern
Border.”

If passed by the Senate, Bishop’s
legislation, also known as H.R. 1505,
would expand the already excessive
abilities of DHS and the Border Patrol
to ignore important environmental
legislation by increasing powers that
were previously granted to the agen-
cies during the Bush era. Former
DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff used
the 2005 REAL ID Act to forgo all
public consultation, and to recklessly
avoid compliance with well-estab-
lished environmental laws, such as
the National Historic Preservation
Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, and
the Clean Air Act, during the con-
struction of walls and infrastructure
along the U.S./Mexico border.

There is concern that HR 1505
and further militarization of both
borders could be included in immi-
gration reform legislation under dis-
cussion in Congress. New York Sena-
tor Charles Schumer will be one of
the bill’s authors, and therefore key
to deciding whether the environ-
ment is sacrificed to make a deal.

The DHS has unveiled a program-
matic environmental impact state-
ment for the entire northern border,
which would allow them to replicate
the construction of infrastructure
that is already occurring along the
southern border.  Actions across the
south have devastated fragile wild
lands, divided communities, and sev-
ered essential migratory corridors for
ocelots, pronghorns, jaguars, mule
deer, and hundreds of other species.
We can’t let this happen in the
north.

In New York, H. R. 1505 would
increase the vulnerability of the
Niagara region, the Great Lakes, Fin-
ger Lakes National Forest, and many

Our northern border is under threat—from Homeland Security

other fragile areas that we have
fought long and hard to protect for
future generations. The law also
threatens the sovereignty of several
American Indian nations.

Outside of New York, the White
Mountain National Forest,  Acadia
National Park, Glacier National Park,
the Boundary Waters Wilderness,
Olympic National Park, and thou-
sands of additional acres of public
lands are also under threat.

National Public Radio recently
referred to our southern border as an
“industrial complex” that has cost
billions, and Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-
Arizona) points to a “mutual depen-
dency” that’s been created between
industries profiting from construc-
tion along the border and Homeland
Security, stating that “that industry ...
is starting to become a very, very
powerful lobby up here.”

Secretary of Homeland Security
Janet Napolitano previously stated
that H.R. 1505 “...is unnecessary, and
a bad policy.” Bishop and his follow-
ers are trying to play upon people’s
fears concerning national security as
a ruse to garner unnecessary, unsolic-
ited, and unchecked powers for DHS,
and to put a huge crack in the armor
of our environmental protections.

Please join the Sierra Club Border
Team in our efforts for smart border
reform, and help stop current threats
to our northern borderlands.

For more information, go to the
Border Team website: http://
www.sierraclub.org/borderlands/

Sierran Sarah Loftus is a graduate stu-
dent in the Anthropolgy Department of
Syracuse University. Her e-address is
sloftus@maxwell.syr.edu.

After traveling the U.S.-Mexico border wall for 100 yards, looking for a place to cross, these
javelinas turned away. This stretch of wall in Arizona bisects the San Pedro River corridor, one of
the last free flowing rivers in the state and a haven for wildlife traveling north and south.

Below, an aerial view shows a fence/wall being built along the U.S./Mexico border in the Otay
Mountain Wilderness.

Bottom, map shows northern U.S. border areas which would be affected by Homeland Security
control of a coast-to-coast wide swath that includes Glacier National Park in the West, and New
York’s Niagara region, Great Lakes and Finger Lakes National Forest.
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by Betsy Naselli

I t’s all about green these days.
Smaller carbon footprint. Using
fewer of the Earth’s resources.  A

vegan lifestyle is a great way to be
greener. But, actually, that is not the
green I am talking about.

No ma’am. I am talking about
healthy green vegetables: collards
and kale and mustard greens. Spin-
ach and arugula and romaine. Mizuna
and bok choy and, well, I think you
are catching on.

Now, for some reason many (oh,
all right, most) people are resistant to
adding more of these super healthy
greens to their diet. I think that a
large part of this is the preparation
necessary. Or, it used to be.

You had to wash and wash and
wash and towel dry.  And, still they
could be gritty. Especially the spinach.

Now, you can buy triple washed
organic baby spinach and baby kale.
You can buy triple washed organic
arugula and Romaine lettuce and just
about any other combination of let-
tuces in an “open and serve” bag.

I do want to say, however, that in
season, we should buy these from
local growers at our farmers’ markets
and do our own washing and drying.
If you don’t have a salad spinner, get
one now!

This is how I get more greens into

Green smoothies: how I get more
vegetables into the grandchildren

Please, don’t pity New Yorkers in the winter

She was sorry, she said, that I
lived where I did, and that win-
ter would soon freeze my soul. I

said, “Save your false pity. We North-
ern types thrive in the cold.”

The woman was calling from
South Carolina. It was 65 that morn-
ing, she reported in bubbly tones. I,
on the other hand, had this to report:
“We just got four inches of snow.”

She gasped, as if someone had hit
her smack dab in the face with a
snowball. Brrr, she said. Brrr. She re-
membered the Northeast. She had
spent a few winters in a wind-
whipped outpost in northern Penn-
sylvania before taking a job where
the jasmines are always in bloom.

“Poor me,” I lamented, hanging up
to ponder my bad luck in having to
live where I did. “Winter up here
must mean no one can have any fun.”

A few hours later, at the house of a
friend, I snooped on a call he re-
ceived from relatives in Florida. “It is
32 degrees here,” he told them. “We
might get some sleet, maybe snow
mixed with rain, or perhaps we’ll just
get freezing drizzle.”

I could hear their bones creak in

the land of the Early Bird Special. It
was, they reported, 87 degrees as
they spoke. And humid. So humid
they were holed up inside for fear

parts of them might droop and never
bounce back if they dared venture
out into nature.

My buddy hung up. Poor us, we

decided. Stuck on the tundra. No
humidity. No mosquitoes to spear us.
No highways, gas stations and restau-
rants clogged with sun lovers by the
traffic-jammed thousands. Just hills
and the snow and a need to enjoy
them. Lots of space. Lots of clean air
to breathe.

Let me count the ways I am not
suffering.

I don’t seem to suffer when I ski
through the snow, sliding smoothly
along the ravine edge, admiring hem-
locks. Gray sky muffles brightness,
keeps the needles dark green. Snow
melt has wet the tree trunks almost
black.

They contrast with white slopes
around them. Below, the stream
gurgles. Thick mist hangs above it,
fed by steep snowy banks on both
sides. The sound of this stream floats
as lightly as dust on the wind.

I don’t seem to be suffering stand-
ing outside after sunset, watching
Venus and Jupiter burn through
deepening blue, hearing great
horned owls talk to each other.
Muted owl messages sift through
white pines. Who-who-who? asks an
owl. Me-me-me a mate answers.
Great horned owls like to court in
cold weather.

Maybe I’m suffering, and I just
don’t know it, when I watch a six-
point buck run through the woods,
antlers sharpened, senses keen.

Maybe I’m depressed, but can’t
feel it, when I call and five chicka-
dees race to convene in the apple
tree under which I am standing.

Perhaps I am totally dejected (but
unaware of my condition), when a
chunk of red maple goes pop! as the

splitting maul strikes it. Maybe, while
admiring its smooth-grained heart-
wood, smelling its sweetness and
realizing this renewable resource
will warm my feet on a cozy evening
in the near future, I am depressed by
the whole lousy thing.

If that is depression, let the dol-
drums continue. Let me wallow in
similar mire for the rest of my days.
Bring on the changes of new seasons
coming. Keep going outdoors and
your spirits will fly. It is cheap. It is
healthy. It is always inspiring. Does
that sound depressing to you?

Naturalist Rick Marsi, a member of the
Susquehanna Group, is a journalist,
public speaker and leader of eco-tours.
His book of favorite nature columns is
Wheel of Seasons, available at
www.rickmarsi.com.  ©2012 Rick Marsi

my diet and into that of my two tod-
dler grandchildren.

Chocolate and Peanut Butter
Smoothie

crushed ice (about a cup)
1C of chocolate hemp milk
1 banana
1T of peanut butter
2 large fistfuls of baby spinach
2T chia seeds
Place all ingredients in a blender

and blend until smooth.

Pineapple Kale Smoothie
crushed ice
1 banana
1C of fresh pineapple
2C of baby kale, or stemmed dino-

saur kale
1C of almond milk (I use raw, but

you could use any non-dairy milk.)
2T chia seeds
stevia to taste to sweeten if neces-

sary
At our house, these are called

Magic Drinks because the greens
disappear! And, they taste so good
that my grandchildren don’t even
consider that something green in
their cup might be “yucky.”

Sautéed Greens
olive oil
3-4 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 large yellow onion, finely

chopped
1 large bunch greens, cleaned, de-

ribbed if necessary, stemmed if nec-
essary and chopped into bite-sized
pieces

1T nutritional yeast
1C vegetable broth
1T tamari
2T tahini
sprinkle of crushed red pepper,

optional
Sauté the onion and garlic in

about 1T of olive oil until softened
but not browned.  Add the greens
and cook over medium heat, covered,
until greens are tender. Stir occasion-
ally to prevent sticking.

Add nutritional yeast, broth, tamari,
tahini and red pepper if using. Stir to
combine and heat through.

Serve.
Variation: You can add a can of

garbanzo or cannellini beans to make
this a complete meal.

Betsy Naselli owns The Holistic Lifestyle
Company in the Syracuse area.
www.TheHolisticLifestyleCompany.com

The Atlantic Chapter encourages you to move
toward a plant-based diet to protect the environ-
ment, human health and wildlife, and to make
better use of natural resources. To learn more and
receive more recipes, contact the Biodiversity/
Vegetarian Outreach Committee at
LDESTEFANO3@twcny.rr.com, (315) 488-2140 ,
5031 Onondaga Rd., Syracuse, NY 13215-1403 or
go to www.newyork.sierraclub.org/. Click on “Con-
servation” at the top. On the left, see “Environmen-
tal Issues.” Click on “Biodiversity/Vegetarian Out-
reach.”
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by Rick Marsi
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Susquehanna
Fracking issues drive programming in the Marcellus target zone

The Susquehanna Group has ramped up outreach and political activism to
address the intensified threat of contamination to water, air, land and conse-
quent increased risk to health should hydrofracking be given the green light.
This has been the driving force behind choice of speakers, programs and ac-
tivities. One of our monthly meetings featured a talk about “Home Rule, the
Rights of Municipalities and Hydrofracking in New York” presented by Vice
Chair Erin Riddle; it provided background for Binghamton Mayor Matt Ryan’s
topic, “Protecting Our Water and Health Through a Two-Year Moratorium.”

Group members spoke in support of the two-year moratorium at a City
Council meeting and at a later press conference. Members have continued to
work with other groups to pass similar bans in other towns throughout
Broome County.

During the pre-election months we developed and sent a questionnaire to
county and in-district state candidates, under the lead from Political Commit-
tee Chair Ben Farrer. The questions reflected Chapter issues dealing with
fracking and frack waste byproducts, as well as other local issues, including
greenways and public transportation. How the candidates responded was the
basis for our endorsement. We sent postcards to all Broome County members
informing them of our endorsements.

In the months prior to election day, we poured our collective efforts into
phone banking, leafleting and door-to-door campaigning. Much of our efforts
were directed by Lawson Legate, who coordinated an outreach to all members
in Broome County, resulting in more than 60 members participating in the
Dan Lamb for Congress campaign. The pre-election meeting in October was
open to the public and featured guest speaker Tarik Abdelazim, a candidate for
Broome County executive, speaking about  “Environment & Public Health:
issues that affect Broome County.” Originally, we anticipated a debate; how-
ever, the incumbent declined.

The water monitoring program lives! The Susquehanna Group, along with

the Finger Lakes Group, is participating in the NY Water Sentinels program.
The intent is to determine if any hydrofracking chemicals may be showing up
in local streams, by establishing what the baseline data is under normal (pre-
hydrofracking) conditions. There is greater risk to the waterways that originate
where hydrofracking is occurring in Pennsylvania, particularly via the
Susquehanna River where it loops into Pennsylvania from NYS and winds
back up into New York before continuing its course. To date, there are 20 vol-
unteer monitors sampling in Broome and Tioga counties.  About 16 more are
working in Chenango, western Delaware and Otsego counties. It’s serendipi-
tous that our proactive monitoring is where the state could start fracking first.

 In September at the Chapter ExCom meeting in Vestal, Scott Lauffer and
Erin Riddle gave a presentation on the water monitoring program. GIS map-
ping gave a striking visual representation of the location, extent and dense
concentration of sites leased for
fracking locally.

A NY Water Sentinels summit was
being planned for January at Bing-
hamton University, where water
monitors from all areas of the South-
ern Tier will share experiences and
learn about research projects on wa-
ter quality and fracking underway at
Binghamton University and Roches-
ter Polytechnic Institute.

FISKE HANSON

Niagara
Members keep regional FIT at top of to-do list

The Niagara Group and United Steelworkers continue to push for a regional
feed-in-tariff  (FIT) to ramp up renewable energy and generate good jobs in
the region (see page 5).  Members of the Energy Committee have met with
local elected officials, agencies, and the Regional Economic Development
Council. We have also held public meetings with partners, such as the League
of Women Voters, to communicate the potential of a FIT for our regional en-
ergy security and economic viability.  This continues to be the number one
priority of the Group.

The fight continues against the delays in cleaning up the West Valley nuclear
storage site, managed by DOE and NYSERDA (see page 7). Recent reports on
the possible effects of climate change and the possibility of a severe rainstorm
such as happened in 2009 in a neighboring community (dropping six inches
of rain in one hour) raise the specter of contamination by strontium into
neighboring creeks that flow into Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. The current
contracted work does not include a cleanup of the radioactive plume that con-
tinues to move through the erodible area, and there are no plans to consider
the next steps for cleanup until 2020. We continue to lobby our legislators.

Our Education Committee is holding its second annual competition de-
signed to highlight environmental education in the classroom in May of 2013.
This contest gives high school teachers an opportunity to showcase the im-
portant work that is already going on in their classrooms or to try something
new.  The goal is to encourage students to learn about our natural environment
and how to protect it.

TPP trade agreement would undermine U.S. environmental laws
The Transpacific Partnership (TPP) free-trade agreement was negotiated in

secret by the United States and 10 other countries of the Pacific Rim. In Octo-
ber, Group member Stephanie Low organized a panel to inform the public of
the negative impact it will have upon American environmental laws.

One panel member, Ilana Solomon, trade representative of the national Si-
erra Club, explained how TPP would allow a foreign corporation to sue the
U.S. government in a private tribunal for any profits it is denied because of
interference from U.S. environmental protection laws.

Carl Arnold, a NYC ExCom member, has been working tirelessly to prevent
hydrofracking. He has lectured, served on panels, and written op-eds. Other
members picketed Governor Cuomo’s Manhattan office along with members
of Food and Water Watch to oppose hydrofracking. They also picketed State
Senator Marty Golden’s office to persuade him to oppose hydrofracking.

Ken Baer is planning a program on managing storm surges in New York City
and the surrounding areas.  Additionally, our Group has reaffirmed its position
opposing the construction of any new residential buildings in flood evacua-
tion areas.

The NYC Group completed the national leadership training and will be
planning a fundraising event as a final project prosposed by the trainers. Let us
know if you would like to attend or help with such an event!

To follow-up on these stories and more, sign up with our activist list:
http://lists.sierraclub.org/SCRIPTS/WA.EXE?SUBED1=Atl-NYC-NEWS&A=1

or you may e-mail Ken Baer (hungryhiker@aol.com) and request to be added
to the listserv.

THELMA FELLOWS
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Scott Lauffer, one of the many water sentinels
at work in Broome County, takes measure-

ments of conductivity and total dissolved solids
in Pierce Creek, Binghamton. The stick

measures depth.
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